John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were
together behind locked doors because of their fear of the Jews.
Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be
with you!” 2°After he said this, he showed them his hands and
side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

1)esus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Fa-
ther has sent me, | am also sending you.” #’After saying this, he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spir-
it. “Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven.
Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was
not with them when Jesus came. #°So the other disciples kept
telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless | see the nail marks in his hands,
and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand
into his side, | will never believe.”

Z5After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. >’Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take
your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but
believe.”

2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

%% Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have be-
lieved. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have be-
lieved.”

%Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miracu-
lous signs that are not written in this book. *!But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he found a Jew
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to
leave Rome. Paul went to see them. ®Because he had the same occupa-
tion, he stayed and worked with them, for they were tentmakers by
trade. “Every Sabbath he led a discussion in the synagogue, trying to
persuade both Jews and Greeks.

>When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was entire-
ly devoted to preaching the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was
the Christ. °But when they opposed Paul and slandered him, he shook
out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! |
am innocent. From now on, | will go to the Gentiles!”

"He left that place and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus,
a worshipper of God, whose house was next door to the syna-
gogue. ®Crispus, the synagogue leader, believed in the Lord, together
with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians, when they
heard, believed and were baptized.

’One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but
keep on speaking, and do not be silent. *°For | am with you, and no one
will lay a hand on you to harm you, because | have many people in this
city.” *He stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them.

1John 1:1-4

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have observed and our hands have
touched regarding the Word of Life—2the life appeared, and we have
seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and has appeared to us. *We are proclaiming what we have
seen and heard also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us.
Our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. *We write
these things to you so that our joy may be complete.



